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performance reports (to be evaluated in
accordance with agency policy).

§200.77 Period of performance.

Period of performance means the time
during which the non-Federal entity
may incur new obligations to carry out
the work authorized under the Federal
award. The Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity must include start
and end dates of the period of perform-
ance in the Federal award (see §§200.210
Information contained in a Federal
award paragraph (a)(b) and 200.331 Re-
quirements for pass-through entities,
paragraph (a)(1)(iv)).

§200.78 Personal property.

Personal property means property
other than real property. It may be
tangible, having physical existence, or
intangible.

§200.79 Personally Identifiable Infor-
mation (PII).

PII means information that can be
used to distinguish or trace an individ-
ual’s identity, either alone or when
combined with other personal or iden-
tifying information that is linked or
linkable to a specific individual. Some
information that is considered to be
PII is available in public sources such
as telephone books, public Web sites,
and university listings. This type of in-
formation is considered to be Public
PII and includes, for example, first and
last name, address, work telephone
number, email address, home telephone
number, and general educational cre-
dentials. The definition of PII is not
anchored to any single category of in-
formation or technology. Rather, it re-
quires a case-by-case assessment of the
specific risk that an individual can be
identified. Non-PII can become PII
whenever additional information is
made publicly available, in any me-
dium and from any source, that, when
combined with other available infor-
mation, could be used to identify an in-
dividual.

§200.80 Program income.

Program income means gross income
earned by the non-Federal entity that
is directly generated by a supported ac-
tivity or earned as a result of the Fed-
eral award during the period of per-
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formance except as provided in §200.307
paragraph (f). (See §200.77 Period of
performance.) Program income in-
cludes but is not limited to income
from fees for services performed, the
use or rental or real or personal prop-
erty acquired under Federal awards,
the sale of commodities or items fab-
ricated under a Federal award, license
fees and royalties on patents and copy-
rights, and principal and interest on
loans made with Federal award funds.
Interest earned on advances of Federal
funds is not program income. Except as
otherwise provided in Federal statutes,
regulations, or the terms and condi-
tions of the Federal award, program in-
come does not include rebates, credits,
discounts, and interest earned on any
of them. See also §200.407 Prior written
approval (prior approval). See also 35
U.S.C. 200-212 ‘‘Disposition of Rights in
Educational Awards’’ applies to inven-
tions made under Federal awards.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014]

§200.81 Property.

Property means real property or per-
sonal property.

§200.82 Protected Personally Identifi-
able Information (Protected PII).

Protected PII means an individual’s
first name or first initial and last name
in combination with any one or more
of types of information, including, but
not limited to, social security number,
passport number, credit card numbers,
clearances, bank numbers, biometrics,
date and place of birth, mother’s maid-
en name, criminal, medical and finan-
cial records, educational transcripts.
This does not include PII that is re-
quired by law to be disclosed. (See also
§200.79 Personally Identifiable Informa-
tion (PII)).

§200.83 Project cost.

Project cost means total allowable
costs incurred under a Federal award
and all required cost sharing and vol-
untary committed cost sharing, includ-
ing third-party contributions.

§200.84 Questioned cost.

Questioned cost means a cost that is
questioned by the auditor because of an
audit finding:



§200.85

(a) Which resulted from a violation
or possible violation of a statute, regu-
lation, or the terms and conditions of a
Federal award, including for funds used
to match Federal funds;

(b) Where the costs, at the time of
the audit, are not supported by ade-
quate documentation; or

(c) Where the costs incurred appear
unreasonable and do not reflect the ac-
tions a prudent person would take in
the circumstances.

§200.85 Real property.

Real property means land, including
land improvements, structures and ap-
purtenances thereto, but excludes
moveable machinery and equipment.

§200.86 Recipient.

Recipient means a non-Federal entity
that receives a Federal award directly
from a Federal awarding agency to
carry out an activity under a Federal
program. The term recipient does not
include subrecipients. See also §200.69
Non-Federal entity.

§200.87 Research
(R&D).

R&D means all research activities,
both basic and applied, and all develop-
ment activities that are performed by
non-Federal entities. The term re-
search also includes activities involv-
ing the training of individuals in re-
search techniques where such activities
utilize the same facilities as other re-
search and development activities and
where such activities are not included
in the instruction function.

“Research” is defined as a system-
atic study directed toward fuller sci-
entific knowledge or understanding of
the subject studied. ‘‘Development’ is
the systematic use of knowledge and
understanding gained from research di-
rected toward the production of useful
materials, devices, systems, or meth-
ods, including design and development
of prototypes and processes.

§200.88 Simplified acquisition thresh-
old
Simplified acquisition threshold means
the dollar amount below which a non-
Federal entity may purchase property
or services using small purchase meth-
ods. Non-Federal entities adopt small
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purchase procedures in order to expe-
dite the purchase of items costing less
than the simplified acquisition thresh-
old. The simplified acquisition thresh-
old is set by the Federal Acquisition
Regulation at 48 CFR Subpart 2.1 (Defi-
nitions) and in accordance with 41
U.S.C. 1908. As of the publication of
this part, the simplified acquisition
threshold is $150,000, but this threshold
is periodically adjusted for inflation.
(Also see definition of §200.67 Micro-
purchase.)

§200.89

Special purpose equipment means
equipment which is used only for re-
search, medical, scientific, or other
technical activities. Examples of spe-
cial purpose equipment include micro-
scopes, x-ray machines, surgical instru-
ments, and spectrometers. See also
§§200.33 Equipment and 200.48 General
purpose equipment.

Special purpose equipment.

§200.90 State.

State means any state of the United
States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, U.S.
Virgin  Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and any
agency or instrumentality thereof ex-
clusive of local governments.

[78 FR 78608, Dec. 26, 2013, as amended at 79
FR 75880, Dec. 19, 2014]

§200.91 Student Financial Aid (SFA).

SFA means Federal awards under
those programs of general student as-
sistance, such as those authorized by
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended, (20 U.S.C. 1070-1099d),
which are administered by the U.S. De-
partment of Education, and similar
programs provided by other Federal
agencies. It does not include Federal
awards under programs that provide
fellowships or similar Federal awards
to students on a competitive basis, or
for specified studies or research.

§200.92 Subaward.

Subaward means an award provided
by a pass-through entity to a sub-
recipient for the subrecipient to carry
out part of a Federal award received by
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